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words how she envies the conch which is in constant touch with
the coral- coloured lips of Perumal! That is why in her Nachiar
Thirumozhi she asks the rhetorical question, do the lips smell
like the camphor on lotus? She says that the conch becomes
great and powerful because of the constant touch with the divine
lips of Perumal!.
Child Dhruva who started his penance hoping for a kihg-
ship, asked for moksha when God lovingly touched the cheek of
Dhruva with His conch (Vishnu puranam).
Kaumodaki:
The club of Sri Krishna is known as Kaumodaki. This
weapon was given to Vishnu by Varuna, the Lord of the waters.
This is mentioned in Maha Bharatha (Adi Parva Chapter 224,
stanza 23). It was given at the time of burning of the forest
Khandava. It is said to be capable of killing every daitya and
producing the sound of lightning and thunder,
Nandaka:
This sword of Maha Vishnu also has a story behind it. In
days of yore, Brahma performed a sacrifice on the banks of the
heavenly Ganga on a peak of Mount Mahameru. While Brahma
was sitting in deep meditation Lohasura came to disturb the
sacrifice. Immediately, a male being came into existence from the
meditation of Brahma. The male being paid homage to Brahma
and the devas. The Gods blessed and welcomed him. Even
as the Gods praised and welcomed the male one, he changed
into a sword called NandakL Nandaka means the one which
gives joy. As the male being was welcomed, greeted by Devas
and it gave them joy, it came to be known as "Nandaka". That
sword was received by Maha Vishnu at the request of the Gods.
Even as He took it Lohasura came near. He was an asura with
a blue complexion with thousand hands and diamentine fists.
He whirled his dub and scattered the assembled Devas. Maha
Vishnu then used the sword to cut down one by one the limbs of
the asura.Those limbs became metals when the sword touched
them. Maha Vishnu thus killed the asura. He then granted
Nandaka a pure body. Later Nandaka became the deity amongst